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Have you been diagnosed with scleroderma? 
(Also known as systemic sclerosis)

AND

Do you want to share your thoughts on Voluntary 

Assisted Dying?
(ANY and ALL perspectives invited)

Sharing Your Perspectives 

on Voluntary Assisted Dying 

We would like to interview you

What is the purpose of  this research? 
This research project explores what views people with scleroderma (systemic sclerosis), might 

hold about Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) in Australia. Through one-to-one interviews the 

study aims to understand your perspectives, experiences, and unmet needs.

The research will investigate:

o Current and future healthcare and social support needs

o Explore your thoughts on VAD as a treatment option in scleroderma, and consider all 

factors that influence your views

o Discuss any challenges in accessing information about, or access to VAD

By gathering these insights, the study seeks to improve end-of-life care for people living with 

scleroderma, inform VAD policies, and guide future research. 

What does the interview involve? 
You will be invited to share your experience and thoughts in a one-to-one interview with Dr 

Julie McDonald from the University of  Melbourne. The interview can be held either in person 

(Melbourne) or via video call, and will last 45-60 minutes. 

To get involved, or find out more, get in touch with Dr Julie McDonald 
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jcmcdonald@student.unimelb.edu.au 03 9231 2211


